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Welcome to the Year 9 Options Evening 2026, 
 
This evening marks the start of the window in which your child will choose their 
options subjects. The decisions they make in the coming weeks will determine what 
their school experience looks like in Year 10 and 11. They are likely to inform the 
college courses, university degrees and career paths they choose in the future. We 
are therefore committed to ensuring every student and parent has all the 
information they need to make the right choices. Final decisions should be made by 
the end of this half term which will be Friday 27th March 2026. 
 
This evening, you will be able to attend an Options talk at 5:30pm in the Assembly 
Hall, which includes a full explanation of the options process and guidance on GCSEs 
and Vocational Qualifications.  
 
Following on from the evening, your child will be given an appointment (via their 
form tutor) with a teacher within school who will discuss their options and help them 
through the options process. These will start in the week beginning 16th March 2026.  
 
Finally, this booklet contains an overview of the content of every options subject, 
for you to read at your leisure.  
 
We hope that you find this evening informative and useful, and we welcome your 
feedback via the evaluation form available on Options Evening. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Mr J Shaw 
Assistant Headteacher
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Our options model is designed to support all our students in ensuring that their curriculum:   
 

• is broad and balanced 
• is accessible but challenging 
• aligns with appropriate Post-16 pathways and future careers 

 
 
As part of the options process your child will receive a personalised options form. We have 
analysed the performance data of each of our year 9 students and checked their individual 
performance with subject teachers. We have then designed what we believe would be an 
appropriate and ambitious KS4 pathway in order to enable them to attain, achieve and 
maximise their potential over the coming two years and beyond.  
 
The table on the following page shows the qualifications available for Year 10 and 11. One 
subject should be chosen from the Ebacc block (History or Geography) and then three 
subjects from the Free Options. However, you are only able to choose a maximum of two 
subjects from the Creative section and a maximum of one subject from the Technology 
section.   

 
All students will study Combined Science unless they opt for Separate Sciences. In combined 
Science, students will study all three Sciences and will work towards a combined qualification 
consisting of 2 GCSE’s. Students who choose Separate Sciences will cover more Science 
content and will work towards 3 separate GCSE’s (Biology, Chemistry and Physics).  
 
When choosing your Options, you should take the following information into account: 

• The subjects recommended by your teachers.  

• The course content and required skills shown for each subject in this booklet 

• The balance of GCSE and Vocational subjects. 

• Your future academic and career aspirations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Options  
Model  
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GCSE HISTORY 
GCSE GEOGRAPHY 

Free Options 
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GCSE DRAMA 
GCSE DANCE 
GCSE MUSIC  
GCSE ART* 

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY* 
GCSE TEXTILE DESIGN* 

 
*Maximum 1 of these subjects 

TE
C

H
N

O
LO

G
Y

 
M

ax
. 

2
 f

ro
m

 

th
is

 s
e

ct
io

n
  GCSE PRODUCT DESIGN 

Vocational Award in HOSPITALITY & CATERING 
Cambridge National HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
BTEC DIGITAL INFORMATON TECHNOLOGY 

BTEC TRAVEL & TOURISM 
 
 GCSE SPANISH 

GCSE FRENCH 
GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES 

GCSE HISTORY 
GCSE GEOGRAPHY 

GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 
GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES 

GCSE STATISTICS 
GCSE PE / Cam Nat SPORTS STUDIES 
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 100% Exam with 2 examination papers  

 
 
Course Outline 
English GCSE is designed to inspire and motivate students, providing appropriate stretch and 
challenge whilst ensuring, as far as possible, that the assessment and texts are accessible to the full 
range of students. The course will enable students of all abilities to develop the skills they need to 
read, understand and analyse a wide range of different texts covering the 19th, 20th and 21st 
century time periods as well as to write clearly, coherently and accurately using a range of 
vocabulary and sentence structures. 
 
Paper 1  1hr 45mins (50%) 
Section A: 20th Century Fiction Analysis  
Students will be given four questions which will assess their ability to focus on close reading of the 
text, and their understanding of the text as a whole. 
Section B: Creative Writing 
Students will be given a choice of two creative writing tasks. The writing section will assess; 
matching audience, purpose, tone, style and register; use of language and structure to create 
meanings and effects; and accurate grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and 
punctuation. 
 
Paper 2  1hr 45mins (50%) 
Section A: Comparison of two unseen texts from the 20th and 21st century 
Students will answer four questions which will assess their ability to focus on close reading and 
comparison of non-fiction texts.  
Section B: Transactional Writing 
Students will be given an opinionated writing task thematically linked to section A. The writing 
section will assess; matching audience, purpose, tone, style and register; use of language and 
structure to create meanings and effects; and accurate grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, 
spelling and punctuation. 
 
Skills and Careers  
The skills gained through English language give students 
the ability to communicate effectively both written and 
orally; skills needed for all career choices. GCSE English 
Language provides a pathway for continued study at A 
Level and University.  The skills within English allow 
students to access a wide variety of career paths such as: 
teaching, journalism, law and publishing to name a few.  

English 
Language 
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 100% Exam with 2 examination papers  
 
 
Course Outline 
English Literature GCSE is designed to encourage students to engage critically with and explore a 
variety of texts across the major genres including modern texts as well as classic literature. 
Underpinned by a skills-based approach, the emphasis is on building students’ confidence in 
developing and articulating a fresh, individual response to texts that is supported and justified. 
 
Paper 1  1hr 45mins (40%) 
Section A: Shakespeare (Macbeth) 
Students will be given an extract from the play and a question which asks students to analyse and 
explore a character or theme.  Students will use the extract and their knowledge of the whole play 
to analyse the methods, meanings, effects, context and ideas presented. 
Section B: 19th Century Literature (A Christmas Carol) 
Students will be given an extract from the novel and a question which asked students to analyse and 
explore a character or theme.  Students will use the extract and their knowledge of the whole 
novella to analyse the methods, meanings, effects, context and ideas presented. 
 
 
Paper 2  2hrs 15mins (60%) 
Section A: 20th Century Drama Text (An Inspector Calls) 
Students will be given a choice of two questions, they will only answer one.  Questions are either 
thematic or character focussed.  Students will use their knowledge of the play to analyse the 
methods, meanings, effects, context and ideas presented. 
Section B: Poetry Anthology (AQA Power & Conflict) 
Students will study a range of poetry and answer two questions based on their close analysis and 
comparison.  Students will use their knowledge of the anthology to analyse and compare the 
methods, meanings, effects, context and ideas presented. 
Section C: Unseen Poetry   
Students will analyse the methods and meanings created in an unseen poem.  They will then 
compare the methods used with a second unseen poem.  
 
Skills and Careers  
English Literature encourages a love of reading and writing. The skills developed through 
studying English Literature allows students to indulge in their passion for reading and 
helps them to develop strong verbal and written communication 
skills. English literature students have moved on to study this subject 
at A Level and Degree level and have the opportunity to move on to 
work in marketing, theatre, public speaking and advertising.   

English 
Literature 
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  Qualification Type: GCSE   

Assessment Structure: 100% Exam with 3 examination papers 
 
 
GCSE Maths is incredibly important. It is still one of the main subjects that people look at for 
employment and is increasingly needed for entry to academic, vocational and professional courses - 
ranging from the sciences to financial services, nursing and paramedical courses.  
Mathematics is becoming an increasingly vital 'life skill'. All colleges require a grade four and above to 
guarantee access to chosen courses.  
A good grade in GCSE Mathematics will give you a sound grounding for your future aspirations.  
Not only will it help you in your applications to college, university or dream job, but it will also help 
improve your logical thinking and ability to solve problems, a skill that will benefit you no matter 
where your strengths lie.  
 
You will study:  
• number;  
• algebra;  
• shape and measures;  
• data handling. 
 
The course builds upon many areas studied during Key Stage 3 whilst also introducing new and 
more complex areas of mathematics. The application of mathematics in real-life situations is a 
key element of the course; this is assessed through functional skills which run through all topic 
areas. 
 
 
A GCSE maths qualification consists of: 
 

• Two tiers of entry 
 Foundation Tier – grades 1 to 5 available 
 Higher Tier – grades 4 to 9 available 

• Each tier consists of three written papers sat at the end of Year 11 
Paper 1: Non calculator  
Paper 2: Calculator  
Paper 3: Calculator – 
Each paper contributes equally to the final grade. 

• 1 hour 30 minute exam papers (both Foundation and Higher Tiers) 
 

Special Requirements 
All students will need a scientific calculator and geometrical equipment such as a protractor, 
compass and a ruler. 

 
 
 

Mathematics 
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 100% Exam, 2 papers for Biology, Chemistry & Physics 
(6 in total) 
 
 
The Combined Science GCSE is designed to suit students of all abilities and all aspirations. 
The course aims to build students’ knowledge and understanding of scientific theories and 
develop their ability to apply that knowledge. Students will also develop their skills in 
analysis and evaluation of information, from lab based practical work and everyday 
scenarios. The course covers the three science subjects, Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The 
course covers the following topics. 
 
Biology 
1. Cell biology 
2. Organisation 
3. Infection and response 
4. Bioenergetics 
5. Homeostasis  
6. Inheritance, Variation and 

evolution 
7. Ecology

Chemistry 
1. Atomic structure 
2. Chemical bonding 
3. Quantitative chemistry 
4. Chemical changes 
5. Energy changes 
6. Reaction rates 
7. Organic chemistry 
8. Chemical analysis 
9. The atmosphere 
10. Using resources

Physics 
1. Energy 
2. Electricity 
3. Particle model of matter 
4. Atomic structure 
5. Forces 
6. Waves 
7. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 
 
 

Assessment 
We follow the AQA Combined Science: Trilogy specification.  

• This is assessed through 6, 70 Mark, 75 minute exams. 2 for each subject. 

• Exams are available as foundation (Grades 1-5), or Higher (Grades 4-9) tiers. 

• There is no coursework element, however, questions within the papers are focused on a set of 
required practical investigations that pupils are expected to carry out in lessons.  

• Students receive a double grade, worth two GCSEs, that is calculated from the total mark across all 
three science subjects.  

 
Skills and Careers 
Studying science improves students’ understanding of their world, enabling them to make informed 
decisions regarding their health, the environment and ethical uses of technology. Science develops 
students analytical and problem solving skills, as such a GCSE in science is beneficial to a wide range of 
jobs and careers. A good GCSE in science allows students to study science at A-level and University and 
is essential for entry into medical, veterinary, engineering, research and other science based 
industries.  

 

Combined  
Science Trilogy 
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 100% Exam, 2 exams for Biology, Chemistry & Physics 
(6 in total) 

 

Course Outline 
The Separate science option would benefit students who are expected to achieve a grade 5 or above 
at GCSE, have a keen interest in science and an ambition to continue studying science at A-Level or to 
apply for University in the future. The option allows pupils to study for three GCSE’s in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. Students will receive three separate GCSE grades. Students will develop a 
deeper understanding of the topics studied in the combined science course. The content covered by 
the separate science qualifications is broader than the combined science, including one additional 
topic in Physics (Space Physics). Students will also complete additional practical investigations in 
addition those found within combined science.  
 
In addition to the combined science topics pupils will also study the following content:  
 
Biology 
1. Culturing microorganisms 
2. Monoclonal antibodies 
3. Plant diseases 
4. The brain and the eye 
5. Plant hormones 
6. DNA structure 
7. Cloning 
 

Assessment 
We follow the AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
specifications. 

• Students sit 2, 100 Mark, 105 minute exams in each subject (6 in total). 

• Exams are available as foundation (Grades 1-5), or Higher (Grades 4-9) tiers. 

• Exams will contain questions on the required practical investigations. 

• Students will receive one grade per subject. These are calculated independently of each other. 
 
Skills and Careers 
Pupils opting to study science often intend to study science at a higher level, have a high level of 
motivation and a keen interest in science. The skills developed within separate science are valuable in 
many careers, as you will demonstrate your ability to understand complex ideas, analyse data and 
apply ideas in new contexts. Separate science is often suggested for pupils who are looking for careers 
in medicine, veterinary sciences or other pure science career paths. It is important to note that 
although studying separate science is not generally required to gain entry to A-level science courses, it 
is often regarded as beneficial to have done so.  

Separate 
Science  
 

Chemistry 
1. Transition metals 
2. Nanoparticles 
3. Titrations 
4. Fuel cells 
5. Synthetic polymers 
6. Spectroscopy 
7. The Haber process 
 

Physics 
1. Static electricity 
2. Pressure in gases 
3. Hazards of radioactive emissions 
4. Nuclear fission and fusion 
5. Moments levers and gears 
6. Using waves 
7. Lenses 
8. Space physics 
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 100% Exam with 3 exams sat at the end of year 11 

 
Course Outline 
Geography is not just about where places are; it helps us answer questions about the modern world. 
Geography GCSE is designed to develop students understanding of our world and how it changes 
around us! The subject content is split into three papers:  
 
Paper 1- Living with the physical environment.  

This paper explores the physical landscape, how it has 

changed over time and how humans interact with it. 

Topics include:  

-Natural hazards including tectonics, weather hazards 

and climate change.  

-The living world where we will look at the 

ecosystems of the world including those within our 

own country as well as rainforests and hot deserts. 

-Physical landscapes of the UK including how coasts 

have shaped our environment and we will be looking 

at the key features and processes of rivers. 

Paper 3- Geographical applications  

This paper focuses on a range of geographical skills and application including the ability to generate and 

answer  questions, solve problems and make decisions about controversial issues. This exam requires 2 

fieldwork studies which will be completed in YR10 and YR11.  

Skills and Careers 

The skills that you learn and practise in Geography give you a lot to offer future employers. In interviews you 

will be able to speak about your ability to: ask relevant questions, think creatively, make decisions, solve 

problems, collect, present, analyse and evaluate data, work as part of a team, use ICT. With GCSE Geography 

under your belt you become very employable in ANY career path.   

What attributes will help me in this subject? 

•An ability to work hard and actively participate in lessons. 
•An ability to produce good written English is a real help in producing 
extended, accurate answers 
•An ability to link ideas / facts to a given issue 
•An ability to interpret visual information such as maps, photos, data tables, 
graphs and video. 

 
 

Geography 

Paper 2- Challenges in the human environment.  

This paper explores society and populations around 

the world. Topics include: 

-Urban issues and challenges where we explore how 

urban environments are changing within the UK and 

Lagos, Nigeria.  

-Changing economic world including how and why 

development varies around the globe and how low 

income countries aim to develop their economies.  

-The challenge of resource management where we 

enhance knowledge of the changing demands of food, 

water and energy in the global environment.   
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    Qualification Type: GCSE  
Assessment Structure: 100% Exam with 3 exams sat at the end of year 11 

 
 

Course Outline 
History GCSE is designed to give students and insight into a range of British and World History over 
three different time periods. Students will be asked to look at general themes across time, look in depth 
at short periods of history and develop investigation and analysis skills.  The four major units of the 
course are: 
 
Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment through time with a depth study of Jack the Ripper and Whitechapel.  
This paper has two parts, the first is looking at how the theme of Crime and punishment has changed 
over 1000 years.  This will involve a study of different types of crimes, enforcement and punishment.  
The second part of the paper uses source investigation skills to follow the Jack the Ripper Case in the 
Whitechapel area of London in 1888.  
 
Paper 2 – A British and an International Depth Study, for this we will study Elizabethan England and the 
American West.  The Elizabethan study will focus on her later years with the Execution of Mary Queen 
of Scots and the attempted invasion of the Spanish Armada.  The American West part of the paper 
focuses on the development of the American Nation and the interaction with the Natives.  
 
Paper 3 – Modern World Study, for this we will study Nazi Germany.  This paper will focus on 
interpretations of the Nazis, looking at how they came to power, why people supported them, how 
people resisted them and the image they were able to create for themselves.  
 
Skills and Careers  
A study of History develops your analytical and judgement skills, your ability to gather information and 
form a balanced argument.  Over this course you will focus on the ability to scrutinise information, so 
that you can give an informed opinion on life in the past and compare it to relevant topics today.  
 
History students often go on to study A-levels and follow on to University. The skills of History will allow 
you to access any academic career path including law and politics.  It also provides many of the skills 
needed to work in journalism, the media or business management.  

 
  

History 
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          Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 25% each for Listening, Speaking, Writing, Reading 

 
 

 

Course content 
Students will be assessed in speaking, listening, reading and writing, and entered at either Foundation 
or Higher tier at the end of year 11.  
 
Over the GCSE course, we will look at the following themes:  

My personal world       Lifestyle and wellbeing  
My neighbourhood      Media and technology  
Studying and my future     Travel and tourism 

 
Paper 1 – Speaking: 
Task 1: Read aloud and 2 short unprepared questions  
Task 2: Role play in a transactional setting  
Task 3: Picture description, 2 short unprepared questions and follow-on conversation 
 
Paper 2 – Listening and understanding: 
Section A: Listening - multiple-choice, multiple-response and short-answer open response questions. 
All questions set in English.  
Section B: Dictation 
 
Paper 3 – Reading and understanding: 
Section A: Reading - multiple-choice, multiple-response and short-answer open response questions. 
All questions set in English.  
Section B: Translation into English 
 
Paper 4 - Writing 
Picture task (Foundation tier only)  
Two writing responses (both tiers, with a choice of two 
options for each question)  
Translation into Spanish (both tiers) 
 
Why learn a language? 
Language and culture are deeply intertwined. In learning Spanish, you gain insight into the traditions, 
customs, and values of the communities associated with that language. Learning a foreign language 
goes beyond linguistic proficiency; it also enhances cognitive abilities and improves problem-solving 
skills. Research has shown that bilingual individuals often display greater creativity, multitasking 
abilities, and cognitive flexibility, attributes that are highly valued in today’s dynamic and fast-paced 
work environments. Many employers actively seek candidates with language skills to fill positions 
that involve international travel, client management, or global operations.  
 

Spanish  
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Qualification Type: GCSE   

Assessment Structure: 25% each for Listening, Speaking, Writing, Reading 

 
 

 

Course content 
Students will be assessed in speaking, listening, reading and writing, and entered at either Foundation 
or Higher tier at the end of year 11.  
 
Over the GCSE course, we will look at the following themes:  

My personal world       Lifestyle and wellbeing  
My neighbourhood      Media and technology  
Studying and my future     Travel and tourism 

 
Paper 1 – Speaking: 
Task 1: Read aloud and 2 short unprepared questions  
Task 2: Role play in a transactional setting  
Task 3: Picture description, 2 short unprepared questions and follow-on conversation 
 
Paper 2 – Listening and understanding: 
Section A: Listening - multiple-choice, multiple-response and short-answer open response questions. 
All questions set in English.  
Section B: Dictation 
 
Paper 3 – Reading and understanding: 
Section A: Reading - multiple-choice, multiple-response and short-answer open response questions. 
All questions set in English.  
Section B: Translation into English 
 
Paper 4 - Writing 
Picture task (Foundation tier only)  
Two writing responses (both tiers, with a choice of two 
options for each question)  
Translation into French (both tiers) 
 
Why learn a language? 

Language and culture are deeply intertwined. In learning French, you gain insight into the traditions, 
customs, and values of the communities associated with that language. Learning a foreign language goes 
beyond linguistic proficiency; it also enhances cognitive abilities and improves problem-solving skills. 
Research has shown that bilingual individuals often display greater creativity, multitasking abilities, and 
cognitive flexibility, attributes that are highly valued in today’s dynamic and fast-paced work 
environments. Many employers actively seek candidates with language skills to fill positions that involve 
international travel, client management, or global operations.  

French  
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Qualification Type: BTEC   
Assessment Structure: 60% Coursework, 40% Exam 

 
Course Outline 
Key Stage 4 Travel and Tourism aims to develop pupils’ understanding of the travel and tourism industry 
and develop key transferable skills such as researching, planning, and making decisions and judgements.  
During the course pupils consider real life examples and are encouraged to look at the industry from 
different perspectives. Pupils investigate the industry, drawing on primary or secondary sources of 
information, and suggest solutions and draw conclusions. KS4 Travel and Tourism also encourages pupils 
to explore the employment opportunities and skills, qualifications and qualities required.  
 

 
Unit 1-  Organisations and Destinations 

Learners will investigate travel and tourism organisations in 

the UK, their ownership, aims, key products and services, 

and how they work together. They will explore the role of 

different technologies within the travel and tourism 

industry. 

Learners will understand the different types of tourism and 

different types of visitor and will investigate the features of 

and routes to popular tourist destinations. 

 

Unit 3- Influences on Global Travel and Tourism   

Learners will explore the different factors that may influence global travel and tourism, and how travel and tourism 

organisations and destinations respond to these factors. Learners will examine the potential impacts of tourism at 

global destinations and how destinations can manage the impacts of tourism and control tourism development to 

achieve sustainable tourism. 

 

Skills and Careers 

This qualification is for learners interested in taking a hands-on course alongside their GCSEs that will 

offer them a practical introduction to life and work in the dynamic travel and tourism industry. Careers 

and future courses linked to this are: public services, travel agency 

manager, air cabin crew, tour managers and many more.   

What attributes will help me in this subject? 
•Excellent attendance is essential to complete the coursework aspect 
over the two years.  
•Good organisation skills to ensure coursework meets the standards 
and is completed in good time.  
•An ability to work hard and participate in lessons. 
 
 
 

Travel and  
Tourism  

Unit 2- Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism 

Learners will investigate how organisations use  

market research to identify travel and tourism  

trends and identify customer needs and  

preferences. They will apply their understanding by 

exploring how these needs are met and how travel 

planning can meet customer needs and preferences. 
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 60% NEA (component 1) & 40% ESA (component 2 
 

 
Summary of Content: What will I be Studying?  
 
In the AQA Art and Design GCSE, Fine Art involves exploring ideas, conveying experiences, or responding 
to personally significant themes. The course consists of two components: Component 1 (NEA portfolio) 
spans Year 10 through the first term of Year 11, while Component 2 is an externally set assignment from 
AQA, with the exam paper released in January of Year 11. AQA releases a series of exam themes. You will 
select one starting point to develop into a final creative response. 
 
Component 1 begins with a one-term foundation unit designed to broaden your technical skills across 
various media, including drawing, painting, oil pastels, printmaking, collage, digital imagery, and 3D 
work. Following this, you will develop a sustained project based on a theme. This project involves 
investigating ideas critically, refining your work through experimentation with materials, recording 
insights, and ultimately producing a personal response that demonstrates a strong command of visual 
language. 
 
Course Structure 

• Component 1 (60%): A foundation unit followed by a sustained project, completed during 
Year 10 and the first term of Year 11. 

• Component 2 (40%): An externally set assignment by AQA. You will select a theme 
provided by the Exam board, undertake a preparatory period, and complete a 10-hour 
supervised practical work. 
 

Future Pathways & Career Opportunities This course provides a strong foundation for A-Level or BTEC 
study in Fine Art, Graphic Design, Photography, 3D Design, Creative Media, and Esports. 
You will develop valuable transferable skills, including: 

• Problem-solving and creative thinking. 
• Research, investigation, and communication. 
• The ability to refine and present ideas. 

 
As the UK is a global leader in the creative industries, this is a rapidly growing field. Potential careers 
include Artist, Architect, Graphic Designer, Game Designer, Curator, Engineer, Interior Designer, Teacher, 
or Media Journalist. 

·  

 
 

 

Fine Art 
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Qualification Type: GCSE 
Assessment Structure: 60% NEA  (component 1) & 40% ESA (component 2) 
 
Summary of Context: What will I be studying? In GCSE Art and Design Photography, you will explore 
the art of image-making through both traditional light-sensitive materials and modern digital 
processes. The curriculum is divided into two key parts: Component 1 (Portfolio): Spanning Year 10 
and the first term of Year 11, this begins with a foundation term dedicated to DSLR camera 
techniques, digital editing, composition, and the art of research and annotation. You will then apply 
these skills to a long-term, thematic project. Component 2 (Externally Set Assignment): In January 
of Year 11, AQA releases a series of exam themes. You will select one starting point to develop into a 
final creative response. 
 
Areas of Study The curriculum focuses on three core pillars: Objects, Places, and People/Identity. As 
such, students are expected to engage in portraiture, involving both self-photography and the 
photography of others. The course structure requires: 

• Critical Investigation: Developing concepts through the study of existing artists and 
photographers. 

• Iterative Refinement: Exploring and experimenting with various media, techniques, and 
digital processes to improve work. 

• Recording & Annotation: Documenting observations and insights that align with your 
creative vision. 

• Realisation: Producing a personal, meaningful final response that demonstrates a 
sophisticated command of visual language. 

Assessment Overview Your GCSE grade is determined by two key components: 
• Component 1 (60%): Portfolio – Includes a foundation unit and a sustained thematic 

project completed between Year 10 and the first term of Year 11. 
• Component 2 (40%): Externally Set Assignment – You will choose a starting point from an 

AQA-provided exam paper. This includes a preparatory period followed by 10 hours of 
supervised practical work. 

 
Future Pathways & Career Opportunities This course is an excellent springboard for A-Level or BTEC 
studies in Photography, Fine Art, Graphic Design, or Creative Media. Beyond the arts, it supports 
entry into high-growth sectors like Games Development and Esports. 
Through this qualification, you will master: 

• Creative problem-solving and critical thinking. 
• Advanced research, investigation, and communication. 
• The ability to refine and professionally present original ideas. 

As the UK leads the global creative market, your skills will be highly valued by universities and 
employers alike. Potential careers include Professional Photographer, Web/App Designer, Media 
Producer, Journalist, or Advertising Executive. 
 
 
 

Photography 
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Qualification Type: GCSE 
Assessment Structure: 60% NEA  (component 1) & 40% ESA (component 2) 
 
 
Summary of Content: What will I be Studying?  
 
Within the AQA Art and Design GCSE, Textile Design is defined as the creation of designs and 
products for woven, knitted, stitched, printed or decorative textiles that might have a functional or 
non-functional purpose.  
 
Throughout the course we complete two components.  

• Component 1 runs across Year 10 and the first term of Year 11.  
• Component 2 is an AQA externally set assignment, the exam paper containing themes for 

this is released in the January of Year 11.  
 
In Component 1 you will complete a one term foundation unit that is designed to extend your 
knowledge and skills in areas such as drawing, designing, sewing, weaving and printing. The 
remainder of Component 1 sees you create a sustained project in response to a theme. This will 
involve the development of ideas through critical investigations; the refinement of work by 
exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and 
processes; record relevant ideas, observations and insights; and finally, the creation of a personal 
and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual 
language. 
 
Summary of Assessment: How will I be Assessed? Component 1: 60% of overall GCSE: Foundation 
unit and sustained project work completed during Year 10 and the first term of Year 11. Component 
2: 40% of overall GCSE: Your response to a chosen starting point from the AQA externally set 
assignment paper. You will have a preparatory period followed by 10 hours of supervised time. 
 
Further Study and Careers: To study ‘A’ level and BTEC Textile Design and other Arts subjects – Fine 
Art, Art, Craft and Design, Graphic Design, Three-dimensional Design, Photography and Product 
Design.  
 
You will develop problem solving, creative thinking, investigation, research, communication and 
teamwork skills, and gain the ability to develop, refine and present ideas. Employers and universities 
regard all of these highly.  
 
Creative jobs are a growth industry and the UK is a global leader in the Creative Industries. Careers: 
Textile Technologist, Fashion Illustrator, Stylist, Interior Designer, Fashion Journalist, Teacher, 
Wallpaper Design, Theatre Design, Pattern Cutter, Retail Buyer and many more. 
 
 

Textile Design 
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Qualification Type: GCSE  
Assessment Structure: 100% Exam (at the end of Year 11) 

 
 
Why study Computer Science? 
GCSE Computer Science is an excellent option choice for students who love technology, enjoy a challenge and 
want to get to grips with programming. As well as time spent learning to program in Python, you will learn 
more about the Computer Science and technology behind our constantly changing high-tech world. There is a 
digital skills shortage in the world of Computing, so there is much demand from employers for this technical 
expertise. 

This GCSE will encourage you to think about the digital systems that we use every day, and the impact of 
digital technology on the individual and on our wider society.  The course is divided into 2 theory units:  

Component 1 Computer Systems: This covers the hardware components and software that make up the 
digital systems we use every day. We look in detail at computer networks and connections, how devices 
‘communicate’, wired/wireless networks, how the internet works, network security, and the moral, legal, 
cultural and environmental concerns of living in a digital world. 50% of the final grade, assessed in a written 
exam. 

Component 2 Computational thinking, algorithms and programming: This unit combines both practical and 
theoretical understanding of algorithms, practical programming knowledge, programming languages, 
developing programs and using logic gates. It will certainly test your problem solving and thinking skills - you 
will need to be a logical thinker who can break problems down into smaller steps to solve them using your 
programming knowledge. 50% of the final grade, assessed in a written exam. 

Programming: Throughout the course, students will develop their programming skills in Python. They will 
have opportunities to tackle a range of increasingly more challenging programming tasks, and work on mini 
programming projects in which they will plan, develop, test and evaluate a programming solution in Python to 
a range of scenarios. You need to have enthusiasm and resilience to persevere until you can get your program 
working as it should! Your knowledge, skills and understanding from the programming work is assessed 
through questions on the Component 2 written exam paper. 
 
This is a challenging GCSE choice, and we would advise that pupils have a strong commitment to the subject, 
and are genuinely interested in learning the technical details of how the technology works as well as 
programming. This is a challenging theory-based course. For a more creative course where you can develop 
your web and graphic design skills, please see the ICT page. You may want to combine Computer Science with 
ICT to develop both your technical understanding and creative media skills. 

Future Careers  
Technology moves so fast that this option choice could lead you onto a job 
that hasn’t even been invented yet! Students find GCSE Computer Science is 
a very well-respected GCSE choice demonstrating strong analytical ability. It 
could be a superb stepping stone towards a career in the fields of 
web/app/games design, software development, programming, cyber-security, engineering, and a 
wide range of other technology related careers as well as in business and industry. 

Computer 
Science 
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Qualification Type: GCSE  
Assessment Structure: 60% Practical 40% Written. 
 

 

Course Outline  
GCSE Dance is an exciting and diverse specification which focuses on aesthetic and artistic qualities whilst 
using movement to express and communicate ideas. Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which 
encourages pupils to develop their creative, physical, emotional, and intellectual capacity. During this course, 
pupils will study a range of dance styles which will include performance, expressive and technical skills, as 
well as having opportunities to develop their ability to choreograph. They will also study a range of 
professional works whilst developing their knowledge on the theory of dance. If you dance or want to further 
your knowledge of dance this is the course for you! 
 

How is the course structured & assessed? 
Pupils will study 3 core subject contents. 
Component 1- Performance & Choreography (60% of overall GCSE Grade and Practical 
Content). 
What is assessed? 
Performance 
• 2 set phrases given by the exam board through a solo performance (approximately 1 

minute in duration). 
• Duet/trio performance (3-5minute in duration). 
Choreography 
• Externally set stimulus. 
• Solo or group choreography. Solo (2-2:30 minute duration) or Group Dance for 2-5 dancers 

(3-3:30 minute duration). 
• Students can choreograph this and have somebody else dance it for them if they wish. 
Component 2- Dance Appreciation (40% of overall GCSE Grade and Theory Content). 
What is assessed? 

• Critical appreciation of own work. 

• Critical appreciation of professional works. 

Pupils will complete a 1 hour and 30-minute written exam at the end of year 11. The questions 

will be based on students own practice on performance and choreography and the GCSE 

Dance anthology. 
What can these qualifications lead to? 
The GCSE course has clear progression to A Level or BTEC courses, higher education and 
beyond. The knowledge and skills you gain from GCSE Dance are transferable. This includes 
confidence, teamwork, creativity, discipline and dedication. 
 

Dance 

Dancer          Performer           Choreographer          Dance Teacher           Subject Teacher        
    Youth Worker          Performing Arts Journalist         Producer          Director              Stage Manager 

     Costume Designer           Lighting Designer           Personal Trainer          Life Coach          Leader/Management  
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Qualification type: GCSE       
Assessment Structure: 60% coursework 40% exam 
 

 
Do you enjoy performing and watching live theatre?  

Are you looking for a creative outlet amongst your other studies?  
Drama could be just the course for you! 

  
Course outline:  
The course covers a range of aspects and will develop your practical performance skills alongside 
introducing you to a plethora of new genres, techniques and practitioners.  
 
Devising theatre – This coursework unit accounts for 40% of the GCSE.  
You will get the opportunity to develop, create and perform your own piece of theatre based on a choice 
of stimuli given by the exam board. Within this unit of work you will practically explore and utilise a range 
of dramatic techniques, developed by critically acclaimed theatre practitioners, or choose to explore a 
specific genre of theatre, including key aspects within your final performance. This unit will require you to 
create a portfolio of supporting evidence to accompany your practical performance which will be assessed 
in school and externally moderated by the exam board.  
 
Performing from text – This coursework unit accounts for 20% of the GCSE. 
You will rehearse and perform scripted material based on two 10 minute extracts from a text chosen by 
the course teacher with you as a performer in mind. The amount of performance time required varies with 
the size of the group and can be anywhere between 5-14 minutes. This unit will be assessed by a visiting 
examiner.  
 
Interpreting theatre - This exam unit accounts for 40% of the GCSE. 
You will sit a 1hr 30minute written exam that is broken down into 2 clear sections: A) set text; B) live 
theatre review. Over the course you will practically explore a set text chosen from a list given by the exam 
board during class time to prepare you for your exam. The first part of the written exam will be a series of 
questions about the set text which can be based on any of the following topics: rehearsal techniques; use 
of vocal and movement skills; mood; character positioning; technical aspects – lighting, sound, costume, 
make up; communicating a role as an actor; design skills. (All of these aspects will be covered during your 
practical explorations.) The second section of the exam will require you to analyse and evaluate a piece of 
live theatre viewed during the course. Yes, you will get to go to the theatre to watch live performance as 
part of this GCSE! 
 
Skills and Careers 
Drama does not just offer the opportunity to perform on stage but allows you to develop a broad range of 
skills you can take with you into further study or your future workplace. Over the duration of the course 
you will develop your confidence, your researching and analytical skills, your ability to self-motivate and 
motivate those around you, your organisation skills and your ability to take initiative.  
 
Students often go on to study Drama or Performance within college and further into 
higher education. Drama and the wide range of skills that you will develop whilst on the 
course lead into and link to many careers such as: professional performance, theatre in 
education, play therapists/specialists, management and leadership within business or 
finance, solicitors or barristers, teaching, and a variety of technical roles within the 
theatre industry.  
 

Drama 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjT-_nM-uvYAhUJthQKHT7EB9wQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mydrama.co.uk/1.html&psig=AOvVaw3Nu0g3La3whfZGGXjtHft_&ust=1516723791634845
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 50% Coursework and 50% Exam.   

 
Why choose Product Design? 
Design and Technology develops thinking skills leading towards invention and design innovation, it allows 
students to design and make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems. Learners become critical 
and creative designers, engineers and consumers of the future. 

What’s it all about?   
Inspiring a love of design and technology – Drawing on authentic design practice and contemporary 
technologies students will be able to engage in a variety of contexts to understand and appreciate the 
design and manufacture of existing products, making them more empathetic designers and more 
discriminating purchasers. 

A more open approach – The non-examined assessment at GCSE worth 50% is not restricted by materials 
or processes, allowing students’ the freedom to utilise any resources and facilities appropriate to their 
design developments and available to them. 

Core- Students will cover a core content that includes, Wood, plastics, metal, electronics and card to name 
a few. They are able to specialise in one or more of these areas in their final G.C.S.E coursework project. 

Course content  
During Year 10 the projects will cover the core content of the specification through a 
variety of imaginative concepts relating to real life design problems. These topics will 
cover the knowledge, understanding and supporting skills, which are required to take 
the final examination and to produce the coursework project in Year 11. 
 
Y11 Examination 
The major project is an integral part of the 
course accounting for 50% of your total 

grade. Students will complete a project folder of research and 
designs as well as make their final chosen design. The 
remaining 50% is assessed through a theory examination taken 
in the summer of Y11. Product Design provides excellent 
opportunities for students to evaluate existing products and 
incorporating these findings in to their own designs. 
 
 

 

 

Product  
Design 

What do employers think of Product Design? 
All employers value a flexible workforce. That is exactly what Product Design encourages. You will have 
a project folio and photographs of what you designed and made to show at interviews. You will have 
had real experience of industrial CAD/CAM. You will be confident to talk about industrial and 
manufacturing systems. 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=games+console+storage&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ddClnqG2ZC4U1M&tbnid=QmaGmR8NthNs4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.yoyo.com/p/cambre-gameon-video-gaming-console-storage-green-playstation-3-163067&ei=8okTUevFM8yz0QWiwYHgCQ&bvm=bv.42080656,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHyH7fJv4HJTe5ijGB2xbCwsJn2vA&ust=1360321389874586
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiY45iotoPSAhVF6xoKHQwiCGkQjRwIBw&url=http://swag-stash.com/articles/inspirational-product-design/&bvm=bv.146496531,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFN-CTkNjEettQPeWNVx8Qd1KcDyg&ust=1486743758271786
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 Qualification Type: GCSE      
 Assessment Structure: 100% Exam (at the end of Year 11)   

 
 
Why study GCSE Business Studies? 
GCSE Business is an exciting course that introduces students to the dynamic world of 
business. You will explore how businesses start, grow and operate, and how entrepreneurs 
turn ideas into successful ventures. You will spend a lot of time on the course analysing and 
evaluating business opportunities and issues and applying your knowledge to different 
business contexts. GCSE Business Studies will enable you to develop your knowledge and 
understanding of different business contexts ranging from small enterprises to large 
multinationals and businesses operating in local, national and global contexts. 
 
Skills you will develop: 

• Decision-making and problem-solving 

• Analytical and critical thinking 

• Numeracy and interpreting financial data 

• Communication and extended writing 

• Commercial awareness 
 
How is the qualification assessed? 
Paper 1- Business 1: business activity, marketing and people: This paper covers topics such 
as entrepreneurship, market research and advertising and human resources and 
recruitment. We look in detail about how entrepreneurs set up their business, how they 
make marketing decisions and how they hire the right people for the job. Worth 50% of the 
overall grade. 
 
Paper 2: Business 2: operations, finance and influences on business: This paper covers 
topics such as production processes, finance information and calculations and the external 
influences on businesses. We will look at the importance of cash and profit, how external 
factors can have an impact on business and how businesses create their products. Worth 
50% of the overall grade. 
 
What can the qualification lead to?  
This business course gives students a valuable insight into the world of business and helps 
students to apply business concepts to familiar and unfamiliar contexts. The course will 
develop the students’ problem solving and decision-making skills relevant to business. 
Learners who achieve will be able to progress onto A level business or economics as well as 
any vocational courses at college. From there, students may go onto a business 
management or finance degree at university. 
 

Business  
Studies 
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Qualification Type: Vocational Eduqas   

Assessment Structure: 40% Exam & 60% Non-Exam Assessment   

 
 

The Food industry is a dynamic, vibrant and innovative sector delivering vital jobs, growth and 

investment in the heart of our local communities – important culturally, socially and economically. 

The sector is a major contributor to the UK economy, employing 2.9 million people and generating 

£130bn in economic activity, while paying £38bn in taxation to fund important local and national 

services. Hospitality is the 3rd largest private sector employer in the UK. This is an exciting course that 

marries together both practical design realisation with the theoretical content of foo, catering and 

nutrition. 

 
 
   Subject Content – What is covered?  
 

What will you learn about? 

First and foremost, you will learn the art of preparing, cooking and  

presenting food – the ‘hands on’ practical elements will build on the  

skills developed in Years 7 through to 9 and will provide a foundation in culinary practice.   

The Theory … 

There is a serious theoretical side to the course which you need to consider carefully before you 

choose this course. On average you will cook once in 3 lessons with 2 being theory based. There is 

also a homework element which is necessary in order to ensure that we can maximise the 

opportunities for practical activities.  

The Assessment … 

Assessments will be completed in year 11. You will complete your controlled assessment (Unit 2 of 

the course) which includes a coursework project and a 3-hour practical examination (MasterChef 

style). This accounts for 60% of the overall grade. In June of year 11 you will undertake the written 

examination (Unit 1 of the course) which contributes the remaining 40% of the total grade. You must 

pass both units. Please be aware students will need to provide some ingredients. 

 

 
Which careers can this course lead to? 
Studying food preparation and nutrition can lead to exciting and well paid career options. This course could 
lead you into roles such as a Chef, Food Product Developer, Buyer (who travels the world sourcing new food 
products for manufacturers), Food Safety Inspectors, Nutritionists, Dieticians, Quality Managers, Teacher, 
Food Engineer, Food Scientist, Food Technologist, Food Photographer, Food Stylist, Home Economist, Hotel 
and Restaurant Manager, Microbiologist, Food Journalist.  
 
 
 

Hospitality and 

Catering (Food) 



 

P a g e  | 22 
 

 
 
 

Qualification Type: Cambridge National   

Assessment Structure: 60% Coursework and 40% Exam.   

 
 

Special Requirements 
We want all our students to enjoy studying Health and Social Care so therefore we ask you to have a genuine 
interest in supporting and caring for individuals from different groups within society. Students should have 
the ability to communicate well with others and must be willing to demonstrate essential aspects of day to 
day care. Students are expected to have a good attendance record as assessment is continual. 
 

As part of the course students are invited to take part in the Real Care baby experience. Students will learn 
what it is like to care for a new born baby; they will be responsible for the feeding, changing, winding, 
rocking and dressing of one of our two simulation dolls. We hope all our students agree that babies require 
much love, attention, responsibility and a lot of parental hard work regardless of the time of day!!!     
 

Course Content 
Do you dream of looking after children? Are you interested in a career in the medical profession, the care 
industry, social work or teaching? If the answer is YES – then Health and Social Care is for You! We are 
waiting to help and guide you through the next stage of your school career at Southlands. 
 

Coursework Details 
During the course you will study a number of different units which could include the development and care 
of young children, learning how to carry out first aid procedures, hygiene and safety in care settings and 
creating activities to support individuals in health, social care and early year settings. The breadth of content 
within this course ensures all our students achieve a broad level of knowledge and experience, which can be 
applied to many different contexts in the future. 
 

Examination 
Each unit is assessed and will count towards the final award. Students must complete three units to receive 
the Level 2 Certificate in Health and Social Care. Coursework contributes to 60% of the overall grade. There 
is a written examination worth 40%. 
 
What do employers think of Health & Social Care? 
Pupils who follow the Health & Social Care course are caring 
and have a mature attitude, showing empathy towards 
others. They are reliable and are happy to consider the 
needs of others above their own. 
 
What careers can this lead to? 
Studying Health and Social Care can lead to exciting and well 
paid careers options in medicine, nursing, teaching, nursery 
nursing, paramedic and care environment roles 

 

 
 

Health &  
Social Care 
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 60% Coursework and 40% Exam.   

 
If you enjoy playing an instrument or singing, writing your own music and listening to a wide range 
of genres and you want to develop your talent, this could be the ideal option course for you. 
As part of the course, you are required to play an instrument to a least a Grade 3 standard by April 
of year 11. Therefore, as part of the course you are required to attend weekly instrumental lessons 
with visiting peripatetic staff from Lancashire Music Service, unless you have lessons outside of 
school. 
 
Course Outline: 
Integrated Portfolio (Coursework) - 30% of the GCSE 
This involves a solo performance on your chosen instrument and a composition (writing your own 
piece of music) set to your own brief. 
 
Practical Component (Coursework) - 30% of the GCSE  
This involves a group performance and a composition based on a set brief the exam board gives you 
in Year 11.  

Listening and Appraising - 40% of the total GCSE 
A listening exam takes place at the end of the course. To prepare for this you will learn about 
different musical styles, instruments and features through 4 Areas of Study which include music 
from the past and present, from the Western tradition and other World cultures.  These are; 
 
Area of Study 2: The Concerto Through Time 
Area of Study 3: Rhythms of the World 
Area of Study 4: Film and Video Game Music 
Area of Study 5: Conventions of Pop 

Examination 
1 solo performance, 1 ensemble performance recorded in school.  2 compositions which you write 
and record and then are sent off to the exam board. The Listening and Appraising exam will be in 
June of Year 11. 
 
Skills and Careers  
Many courses beyond GCSE outside of Music look favourably on the subject as it shows interests 
outside of study, and to study Music requires a lot of resilience, independence and ability to work 
with others, creative and analytical skills.  By the end of the course students will be equipped to 
work independently, as a team and will have improved their performance, compositional and 
listening skills.  
 
As well as Music careers such as a musician (in many different settings), Composer, Producers, 
Technicians, Teachers; it also opens doors to careers such as Music therapist, Entertainment law, 
Music journalist, Radio, and jobs within the Music industry.  

 

Music 
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 60% Exam.  40% Practical/Coursework   

 
WHO SHOULD TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

- Students who have an excellent record of participation in extra-curricular sport at 
Southlands 

- Students who have a real interest in learning about sport and health 
- Students who have demonstrated real ability in three practical activities 
- Students who are in sets 1 & 2 for English and Math.  Strong Science background. 

 
WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 

 
- If a student has a real interest in a sport or sports 

- If a student is considering a career in the fields of sport, the recreation / health / leisure 
industries, sports coaching, teaching, police, fire, armed services 

 
WHAT IS IN THIS SUBJECT? 

 

Practical Course Content (30%) externally moderated 

Assessment in three practical sports / activities (at least 1 individual and 1 team sport)  
 
Theory Course Content (60%) 2 exam papers  

Paper 1 : Fitness and Body Systems 36% 1 hour 30 mins 
Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology ● Topic 2: Movement analysis ● Topic 3: Physical 
training ● Topic 4: Use of data 
Paper 2 : Health & Performance 24% 1 hour 15 mins 
Topic 1: Health, fitness and wellbeing ● Topic 2: Sport psychology ● Topic 3: Socio-cultural 
influences ● Topic 4: Use of data  
 
Coursework Details – Personal Exercise Programme (10%) 

Students must complete a comprehensive Personal Exercise Programme for one of their 
chosen activities.  
 
PATHWAY: 

- A Level PE 
- BTEC Level 3 Sport                                                            

  

Physical 
Education 

WHERE DOES IT LEAD? 
Useful for careers in: 

Sports Teaching / Coaching, Police, Armed 
Forces Leisure/Health industry, Local 
Government, Physiotherapy 
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Qualification Type: Cambridge National   
Assessment Structure: 60% Coursework and 40% Exam.   

 
 

Who should take this subject? 

• Students who have a real passion and interest in Sport and enjoy coaching 

• Students who have demonstrated real ability in two practical activities 

What is in the subject? 
 
60% Coursework (2 units)  
 

• R185 Performance and leadership in Sports activities (40%)  

Develop their own skills as both a performer in two different sporting activities and as a 
leader in one activity 
To work both independently and as part of a team, including communicating with team 
mates as well as being in front of an audience when they perform.  
To perform under pressure, both as a participant and as a leader, and will use their initiative 
to solve problems and make decisions.  
 

• R186 Sport and the Media (20%) 

To explore both sides of media sources and apply real life examples to demonstrate the 
nature of the relationship between media and sport.  
To develop their ability to evaluate and interpret the different ways sport is represented by 
the media.  
 
40 % exam 1 unit 
 

• Contemporary issues in sport 

1 h 15 minute exam (70 marks) 
A range of topical and contemporary issues in sport, relating to participation levels and 
barriers, promotion of value and ethical behaviour the role of high-profile sporting events, 
the role of National Governing Bodies and how technology is used within sport. 

 
NOTE: Students may only select one of either GCSE Physical Education or Cam Nat Sports Studies 
 
 
 

Sports 
Studies 
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 100% Exam over 3 papers. 

 
 

Course Outline 
 
Paper one: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in Modern World 
In this module we explore responses to moral dilemmas and issues of right and wrong that we face in the modern 
world.  Whether debating the value of suffering; why prisons need reforming; if a murderer should be forgiven or 
how wealth should be used, this module is both contemporary and relevant to understanding the world in which we 
live. This component consists of four distinct themes. These themes are entitled:  

• Relationships (Family; Marriage; Cohabitation; Divorce; Contraception; Homosexuality; Equality - Sexism) 

• Life and death (Creation; Science and Religion; Stewardship; Abortion; Euthanasia; Funerals; the Afterlife) 

• Good and evil (Crime and Law; Prison; Capital Punishment; Forgiveness; Evil and Suffering; Free will) 

• Human rights (Social justice; Conflicts; Censorship; Religious extremism; Prejudice; Wealth and Poverty)  
 
Paper two: Study of Christianity  
This module focuses on the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity. We will 
explore the basis of Christian belief and how the religion is put into practice.  
Students will consider whether Britain is becoming a more secular society and why 
church attendance has declined in Britain. Students will understand what 
monotheism is, the sacraments and why there are different types of prayer. 
Students will go on to look at the many different types of worship and how different 
Christian traditions have different ways of worshipping God.  
 
Paper three: Study of Islam  
The focus of this module is on the beliefs, teachings and practices of Islam. Students 
will consider core questions such as; what issues do Muslims face living in Britain 
today?  And does belief in Al-Qadr (predestination) mean people aren’t responsible 
for their actions? Students will look at what the word ‘Islam’ means, beliefs about 
the afterlife and which holy books Muslims use. They will go on to look at the 
difference between Sunni and Shi’a Islam, Muslim belief in angels, greater and 
lesser Jihad and the importance of festivals.  
 
On each paper there are different types of questions to assess students’ knowledge and understanding. Each 
section has short answers; paragraphs answers and a longer evaluation answer.  A good level of literacy is 
recommended for this course, together with a genuine interest in debating religious and moral issues.  
 
Skills and Careers  
 
Students will develop the skills of explanation and justification as they investigate how different beliefs 
have shaped the behaviour and actions of individuals, families, communities and cultures.  Understanding 
and responding to issues and developing reasoned arguments equips students with skills that are 
transferrable to many academic courses and future jobs.  Growing up in a diverse society, pupils will learn 
the importance of being able to get on with those whose viewpoints and values are different from their 
own.   

Religious  
Education 
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Qualification Type: GCSE   
Assessment Structure: 100% Exam over 2 papers. 

 

GCSE Statistics gives students the opportunity to broaden their knowledge in a key 
component of maths that is relevant to everyday life. Students develop a core statistical 
grounding, as well as transferable skills and understanding that’s applicable to a range of 
other subjects including Biology and Geography. It will also benefit those progressing to many 
A-level subjects. 

What will I study?  
GCSE Statistics studies three key areas:  
1. The collection of data  
2. Processing, representing and analysing data  
3. Probability  
Practical investigations are part of a course so that students have the opportunity to 
understand that different approaches, including the use of technology, may be appropriate at 
each stage of the statistical enquiry cycle, and that statistical conclusions are developed 
through a process of testing and refinement.  
 
How will I be assessed?  
GCSE Statistics is assessed in two exams at the end of the course.  
There are 2 tiers of entry – Foundation (Grade 1-5) Higher (Grade 4-9)  

• Unit 1: examination lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. Worth 50% of final grade.  

• Unit 2: examination lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. Worth 50% of final grade.  
 
Which skills will I develop and use?  
This course will help you to develop the following skills  
• Selecting and organising information.  
• Interpersonal and Intrapersonal.  
• Preparing and presenting arguments. 
• Analysing and synthesizing information  
• Evaluating sources of information and interpretations.  
 
How will I be able to use this subject in my future career?  
The skills acquired through the study of Statistics at GCSE are useful to students wishing to 
study a variety of subject’s post 16, in particular Maths, Science, Geography, Sociology, 
Psychology and Business Studies. These subjects require you to handle and interpret data! If 
you aspire to work in a role that requires handling statistics then GCSE Statistics is an obvious 
choice for you. There are plenty of jobs that involve handling statistics including 
epidemiologist, public affairs manager, biostatistician, research psychologist, marketing, 
weather forecaster and many more! Managers and leaders in all career sectors require the 
need to understand and use data effectively in order to be successful.  

Statistics 
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Qualification Type: BTEC  

Assessment Structure: 60% Coursework and 40% Exam   
 
 

Course Outline  
The digital sector is a major source of employment in the UK and an area of growth, despite a skills shortage. 
Digital skills span all industries, and almost all jobs in the UK today require employees to have a good level of 
digital literacy. If you enjoy working on or with computers, the BTEC in Digital Information Technology option 
choice will develop a range of digital skills, knowledge and understanding which will be hugely useful for your 
future, whatever your career aspirations or future plans. Our 21st century technological society digital skills at 
the same level of importance as English and maths. This is an excellent option choice if you want a mostly 
practical, hands-on subject with less pressure on the final exam. It will also complement any of your other 
option subjects. If you would prefer a more technical exam based GCSE course, have a look at GCSE Computer 
Science.  
 

There are 3 units to the course, 2 coursework (60%) and 1 exam (40%): 
 Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques (Coursework): In this 
unit, you will develop your understanding of what makes an effective user interface to allow individuals to 
interact with digital technology. You will learn how to effectively manage a project and how to design an 
effective user interface to meet a scenario set by the exam board. You will then create a prototype of the user 
interface and review how successful you’ve been in meeting the project brief. 
 Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data (Coursework): Businesses and organisations collect 
vast amounts of data from a range of different sources to help with business planning, finding trends and 
making business decisions. In this unit, you will learn how data can be collected, analysed and presented 
digitally. You will learn a range of data manipulation tools that can be used to process, analyse and present 
data. You will produce clear summaries of the data and present them in a dashboard that will allow 
organisations to use this data. You will learn the different presentation features that can be used to ensure 
that information is represented and can be understood clearly. 
 Effective Digital Working Practices (Exam):  In this unit you will learn how businesses and other 
organisations use digital systems and the wider implications associated with their use. You will learn how 
organisations work, communicate and collaborate using cloud based technology, the security issues that can 
arise and how these can be prevented. You will learn how technology has changed working environments, and 
the positive and negative impact of technologies on the way that we can now work. You will also evaluate how 
legal and ethical issues influence the way organisations operate and use technology. 
 
Skills and Careers  
Our rapidly changing digital world offers many exciting and new career opportunities in a wide range of 
industry sectors using your IT skills. The skills and knowledge from your Digital Information Technology 
qualification will be highly valued by employers, whatever the exact nature of the job. Completing this course 
can lead onto further study at A Level or Level 3 BTECs at college and then onto University. As well as being 
essential digital skills for work, it could also lead to specific creative and technical job roles which are evolving 
with the rapid pace of change of technology. 
 

Digital 
Information 
Technology 
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Qualification Type: Certificate   

Assessment Structure: Bespoke  
 

We can offer a bespoke programme of courses and qualifications designed to help develop 
social, emotional and educational skills and knowledge.  

ASDAN’s courses help boost learners’ engagement and motivation in Key stage 4, fostering 
new skills and growing confidence.  

The Personal Development Programmes (Bronze, Silver, Gold) develop, record and certificate 
learners’ personal qualities, abilities and achievements.  

ASDAN’s Personal and Social Effectiveness qualifications are designed to develop 21st century 
competencies in communication, collaboration and emotional intelligence for learners 
working at Level 1 and Level 2.  

This bespoke set of courses can be adapted to suit the needs and interests of individual 
students but can cover:  

• pride in achievement and commitment to learning  

• developing self-confidence, self-awareness and understanding of how to be a successful 
learner  

• gaining employability skills so that learners are well prepared for the next stage of their 
education, employment, self-employment or training  

• understanding how to keep themselves safe from risks such as abuse, sexual exploitation 
and extremism, including when using the internet and social media  

• knowledge of how to keep themselves healthy, both emotionally and physically, including 
through exercising and healthy eating  

• personal development, so that learners are well prepared to respect others and contribute 
to wider society.  

ASDAN's Short Courses provide accreditation for 10 to 60 hours of activities.  

Titles include:  

• PSHE, which provides flexible and engaging ways of helping pupils develop the knowledge, 
skills and attributes to keep themselves healthy and safe and prepare to thrive in life  

• Beliefs and Values, which is a flexible, accessible alternative to religious education at GCSE  

• Citizenship, which helps schools meet statutory requirements at Key Stages 3 and 4 in 
England, as well as promoting awareness of rights and responsibilities for learners across the 
UK 
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What next? 
 

 
 

Speak to your teachers / colleges this evening for 
further information and advice.

Use the personalised Options sheet and booklet to 
discuss your choices at home.

Interview with Options Advisor over the next two 
weeks and complete your option choices

Summer Term – Final Confirmation of Option 
Choices
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